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English Language (Secondary 4 – 5) 
 

Key Learning Areas: 
1. English for further studies 
2. English for work 
3. English for pleasure and appreciation 
 
Aims of learning English: 
1. to develop the capability to use English:  

a. to think and communicate in more complicated settings 
b. to acquire, develop and apply knowledge of a broader and more specialized 

nature 
c. to respond to and express experience towards adulthood 

2. to develop and apply an understanding of how English is organized, used and 
learned in a more advanced manner 

 
Learning methods: 
1. frequent purposeful application of English in everyday situations 
2. extensive reading of and search for materials in the medium of English 
3. interactive note-taking and questioning 
4. inter-extension of the language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing 
5. full application of various means of English learning support e.g. dictionary, 

English publications, English mass media, English clubs and associations, English 
courses outside school, etc. 

 
Higher education and career prospects: 
1. Nearly all departments of study in all universities in Hong Kong require a 

recognized standard of English proficiency for admission. 
2. A good standard of English as indicated in GCE O-level English, IELTS and 

HKCEE English is required for education overseas. 
3. A good mastery of English is required for professional careers and management 

positions in various sectors, especially in the service industries, locally and 
overseas. 

4. A recognized result in HKCEE English helps shorten the length of study in degree 
courses by earning exemption from English bridging courses in overseas 
university education. 
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2007 HKCEE English Examination 
 

Component Weighting Duration 
Public 

Examination 
Paper 1: Reading & Writing 

Paper 2: Listening & Integrated 
Skills 

Paper 3: Speaking 

40% 
30% 
10% 

2 hr 15 mins 
2 hrs 

12 mins 

School-based 
Assessment 

 20% Bi-yearly 
project 

 
Contents of Public Exam Papers: 
1. Reading & Writing: 

a. Candidates are required to read about FOUR English texts to respond to a 
wide range of questions, including multiple-choice items, short answers, 
complete sentences and short paragraphs and short essays. 

b. Candidates are required to complete TWO writing tasks: a short, more 
practical guided one (100-150 words) and a longer, more extended and 
open-ended one (200-250 words) 

 
2. Listening & Integrated Skills: 

a. Candidates are required to complete a wide variety of listening, reading and 
writing tasks, which are normally extended from one to the other and/or 
interrelated. 

b. Generally, candidates are required to complete two or three practical writing 
tasks, including reports, letters, notices or notes. 

 
3. Speaking: 

a. There are TWO parts in this paper: group discussion (6 minutes) and 
individual presentation (1 minute). 

b. In group discussion, candidates are required to make notes on graphical 
materials, pictures or texts in order to suggest, argue for or against an idea 
and choose, giving, most importantly, REASONS, and applying skills in 
TURN-TAKING, AGREEING or DISAGREEING. 

c. In individual presentation, candidates are required to demonstrate skills in 
SUMMARY and to SUGGEST possible choices and actions with 
REASONS. 

 
4. School-based assessment: 

a. Candidates are required to read FOUR texts (fiction or non-fiction) over two 
years and prepare for discussion and oral presentation. 

b. Candidates are assessed ONLY on their oral performance in discussion and 
presentation. 
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